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“Planetary health is the health of human civilization
and the state of the natural systems on which it
depends” – Report of The Rockefeller FoundationLancet Commission on Planetary Health

OUR GROWING GLOBAL FOOTPRINT
It’s become undeniable that human activity is rapidly
transforming Earth’s natural systems. The global
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Current environmental trends indeed raise the grave
prospect that many of the health gains we have recently
experienced have been fueled by a pattern of resource use
that is fundamentally unsustainable. It thus appears that
these gains are built on shaky foundations, and that an
urgent course correction is required, one that recognizes
that the health of the environment and the health of
humanity are inextricably linked.

A NEW FIELD, LONG OVERDUE
A long-standing partnership among The Rockefeller
Foundation, Cornell University’s College of Veterinary
Medicine (CVM), and Harvard University has allowed for
the laying of the foundation for a new field – Planetary
Health. As stated in the Report of The Rockefeller
Foundation-Lancet Commission on Planetary Health:
“Planetary health is the achievement of the highest
attainable standard of health, wellbeing, and equity
worldwide through judicious attention to the human
systems – political, economic, and social – that shape
the future of humanity and the Earth’s natural systems
that define the safe environmental limits within which
humanity can flourish. Put simply, planetary health is the
health of human civilisation and the state of the natural
systems on which it depends.”
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emergent field of Planetary Health must be more than
academic in nature, and if proactively conceived in the
context of recognized policy gaps and needs, it is poised
to deliver powerful new and convincing arguments that
draw on the growing understanding of the range of
critical relationships between the state of the natural
world and health.
While much has been written about the social and
economic determinants of health, all too often the need
to address these determinants within finite environmental
limits has been overlooked. Now is the time to transform
the discipline of public health into one that integrates
knowledge of the earth’s underpinning systems with
understanding of the determinants of health and
develops evidence-based, integrated policy solutions that
address environmental sustainability together with human
health and development goals. Our recently launched
Planetary Health Alliance offers a timely and promising
way forward, as does the CVM-led new Master of Public
Health (MPH) program.
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